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European Wilderness Society
The European Wilderness Society is the only Pan-European, wilderness 

and environmental advocacy non-profit organization with a dedicated 

multi -cultural and very experienced professional team of 

ïwilderness and wildlife specialists, 

ïnature conservationists, 

ï researchers and scientists, 

ï tourism experts, 

ïmarketing and business professionals, 

ï legal advisors and 

ïwilderness advocates.
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European Wilderness Society

Its mission is to:

ï identify

ïdesignate

ïmanage

ïpromote

European WILDRivers, WILDCoasts, WILDIslands, WILDForests and 

WILDERNESS.

We are also dedicated to the education of the next generation of 

Europeans on Wilderness.



Wilderness Definition

Wilderness zones meeting the European Wilderness Quality Standard 

and Audit System òGold- or Platinum Wilderness Categoryó are:

ògoverned by open ended undefined natural processes.

They are composed of native habitats and species, and large enough 

for the effective ecological functioning of natural processes.

They are unmodified or only slightly modified and without intrusive 

or extractive human activity, settlements, infrastructure or visual 

disturbance.ó
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Wild Area Definition

Wilderness zones meeting the European Wilderness Quality Standard 

and Audit System òBronze- or Silver Categoriesó are:

òWild areas have a high level of predominance of natural process and 

natural habitat. They tend to be individually smaller and more 

fragmented than the òGold- or Platinum Categoryó wilderness areas, 

although they often cover extensive tracts.

The condition of their natural habitat, processes and relevant species 

is however often partially or substantially modified by past human 

activities such as livestock herding, hunting, fishing, and collecting 

berries and mushrooms.ó

20 June 2018 5(c) European Wilderness Society
www.wilderness -society.org



20 June 2018 6
(c) European Wilderness Society

www.wilderness -society.org



Wilderness thus means

Å No Human extraction e.g.

ÅNo hunting

ÅNo logging

ÅNo mineral collections

ÅNo mining

ÅNo deadwood collection

Å No Human intervention e.g.

ÅNo disease or alien species control

ÅNo restoration measures

Å Open ended undefined natural dynamic processes
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Zonation
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